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An institutional quest about people’s low participation
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I'f community based institutions for common property resource
management, do not work properly, what may be the consequences
on conservation programmes? How can
institutional accountability be improved? Quests
emerge in the context of multi tier state-community
co-management institutions in Buxa Tiger Reserve
forest and its fringe area in India. Micro finance
institutions through Self Help Groups, finance conservation

related group activities led by forest management

committees, in collaboration with government’s forest

department. Concentration of borrowing capital among

SHG leaders without group consent results low-

participation in activities, particularly having potential to

create private, not group wealth from forest. Statistically

it is established that villages, which have SHGs whose

leaders, take control of larger amounts of group funds,

record a smaller proportion of participating households,

particularly in those activities that yield collective social

benefit. These convey some important messages to the

policy makers. (i) lack of incentives in terms of low income

from participation in forest management related activities

undertaken by forest department through forest

management committees, (ii) lack of incentives

in the process of involving MFI through SHG

for implementing conservation programmes,

(iii) lack of co-ordination between different tiers

of participatory forest management and finally,

(iv) lack of proper monitoring are the major

attributes to low participation. Henceforth the

solution lies into proper designing incentive

structure and in designing the appropriate

coordinatory and regulatory mechanism.
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