Climate experts
to meet today *

Times NEws NETWORK

Kolkata: Climate experts will
put their headsto gether inthe
city on Monday to discuss the
fifth assessment report of the
Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC).

The fifth assessment re-
port of theIPCCisa seientific
document that lays out future
scenarios on climate change
and its risks and impacts.

Tt is crucial for policymak-
ers, bureaucrats and action
groups to deliberate on there-
port and chalk out pollution
mitigationstrategies aheadof
the next conference of parties
that isseheduled in Parislater
this year. The conference of
parties is the supreme deci-
sion making body of the Unit-
ed Nations Framework Con-
vention on Climate Change.

When Kolkata was hosting
a dissemination workshop of
the IPCC’s fourth assessment
report in 2007, the Nobel com-
mittee declared IPCC the co-
sharer of the Nobel Peace
Prize. The announcement had
triggered a modest celebra-
tion among scientists, re-
searchers and experts present
for grim deliberations on the
subject. 2

“The fifth assessment re-
port is very important espe-
cially in forming the basis for
negotiation inthenext confer-
ence of parties. The report
clearly mentions that there is
an urgency for action to con-
trol climate change. No coun-
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try can avoid taking action to
avoid major natural disasters
and huge damages,” said pro-
fessor of economics at Jadav-
pur University Joyashree Roy,
who has co-authored the fifth
assessmentreportof IPCC.

“The next conference of
parties willlook forwardtoac-
tion commitments from all
countries, especially coun-
tries such as China and India.
This is an opportunity for new
investments and new develop-
ment pathways at local lev-
els,” sheadded.

1t is increasingly being ac-
cepted in policy research that
state governments are no less
important than the Centre
when it comes to climate talks.

“The primary aim of the
IPCC dissemination work-
shop in Kolkata is to reach out
to the major stakeholders
with latest information and
inform them about the op-
tions and the way forward. Ex-
pert from various countries
will present latest scientific
knowledge and interact with
state level experts on the occa-
sion,” said an official.
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